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tnte and amendments to the committee on the Judiciary--car
ried. . 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Constitution of the 
State of 'l'exu, together with the report of the committee on 
State Affairs thereon, offering amendments, wru:i read. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the amendments recommended by 
the report of tbe committee, was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Phillip1'11 the resolution and report were 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Phillips, by leave, offered th~ followfog resolution : 
"Resolved, That the Hou::!C of Reprei,icntativca be requested 

to appoint a committee to act with the committee of three on 
the part of the Senate, on the petition ef Stuart Perry. 

Adopted. . 
Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Parker, on account of 

ill health. 
On motion of Mr. Jewett, the Senate adjourned until 10 

o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, IO o'clock, a. m. 
February 2d, 1848. 

The Senate was called to order by the President. 
The following Senators answered to their names : 
Messrs. Abbott, 'Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark; Cony, 

Dancy, Gage, Grimes, McRea.. Navarro, PMker, Perkins, Phil
lips, Wa.llace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten-quorum 
present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the committee on Finance made 
the following report. 
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Austin, February 2J, Hl48. 
I 

Ho:{. J. -~· G:m:R, 
l're..ident of tlte Senate: 

Tlie committee ~n finance. to which was rcft·rrcd the pcti· 
lion of l\for1.pn Wil~on, together with the report of the commit· 
lee on t he J u<liciary on said petition; upon due consideration 
of the sul•j,·ct, your committee are of opinion that it would be 
an act ofimprudc:tt legislation to grllnt the prayer ol' the pe
titioner. ,., crt' tht·re no constitutional prohihitory provision. 

The sccor11.l S ecLion of the first article of the con.sLitution is 
in. the followi ng words: 

All frn •men wlwn they form a social compact. h1u·e equal 
rights. and no man or set of men. is entitled to exclui;i ve sep· 
arate public emoluments or privileges, but in consideration of 
puhlic service:>. 

The petiti<Juc r prays to be ndmittcd to peddle, in any part of 
tbc Statf', without paying a license. which, ) our committee 
are or •lpioio• 1, is coutrary to the prcn·isions of the above sec· 
lion of tl.r C»ll::.titntion. Thev therefore return t lie pPtition and 
report of th" 'i.H.liciary committee, a.nd recomrnen<l the adop
tion o f tha.• report, and that your commit!< e I e di~charged 
from the fL"l hcr oonsideru.tion of the pPtition. 

J E~~I~ GRIM ES. 
Chairman Finance Committee. 

Mr. G n.gc Chairman of the committne on counties and coun· 
ty boundurics, made the following reports. 

Hon. J. A. GREea. 
]'resident nf the Senate: 

Committee Room, 
February 2d, 1848. 

The committl'e on counties and county boundaries have had 
under consideration a bill to be entitled an RCt to create the 
toun1y ot'Oarneron, and have instructed me to return it to the • 

16 



242 

Senate, with the following amendment, and recommend its 
adoption and the passage of the bill. 

Amendment-strike out third section. 

HoM. J. A. GREER, 
Pre1ident of the 'Sena~c: 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
February 2d, 1848. 

The committee on counties and county boundaries, have had 
under consideration. a bill to be entitled an act to create the 
county of Starr, and have instructed me to report it back to the 
Senate. and recommend its passage, with the following amend· 
ment, to-wit: 

Strike out third section. 

Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 

COMMITTEE RooM, 
February 2d, 1848. 

The committee on counties and county boundaries, to which 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to define the countY 
boundaries of Goliad county, have had the s~me under consid
eration, and have instructed me to return it to the Senate, with 
the following amendments, and recommend their adoption and 
the passage of the bill. 

First amendment. 
After "line" in the fifth line, strike out to the word "as" in 

the same line. 
Second amendment. 
After the word "road" in the eighth line, strike out the words 

•·or to the head thereof." 
D. GAGE, Chairman. 



IIon. JonN A. GREER, 
President of tile Senate: 

f'ommittee Room, 
Ft'bruary 2d, 1848. 

The committee on counties and county boundaries, to which 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act better defining the boun
daries of Nueces county, have had the same under considf>ra
tion, and instructed me to report it back to the 8enarc, and 
r~commend its pa.~sage, as heretofore amended, by striking out 
the 2d, 3d, and 4th sections. 

• I D. GAGE, Chairman. 

}[r. Dancy made the following report. 

JouN A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 

Committee Room, 
Februarylst, 1R48. 

The committee on Finance have requested me to report 
the "Joint Resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public 
.\ccoonts to provide a residence in the city of Austin, for the 
use of the Executive of the State," (which was referred to 
them) back to thf' Senate, with the following amendments. 

First amendment. 
In the caption strike out "Executive," and insert''Go,·ernor, .. 
Second amendment. 
In secti(Jn first, line 4, strike out ''his Excellency." 
Third amendment. 
In section second, line 4, strike out '·Executive," and insert 

"Governor.'' 
Fourth amendment. 
In section third, line 4, strik.e out "his Excellency" and in

sert "the Governor," and recommend the adoption of the 



24.4 

amendments, and the pa~ge of the ~oint Resolnlion, as amen
ded. 

JO.X W. DANCY, 
One of the Committee . • 

Mr Grime!', Chairman of the committee on Fin:ince made 
the following 1·cport . 

• 
Austin, February 1st, 1848. 

Hon. Jou.:'<' A. GnF.ER7 

Prcsidenl. <'f the Senate : 

Tbe committee on Financr, to which wa~ referred the peti
tion of Reuben A. Carter, remonstrating against the present 
rnodr, and instructing the Legislature, how, in future, to have 
the direct taxes asacsscd and collected irr a cheap and summa
ry manner, have avniled themselves of all the lights and knowl
edge to be derived from tho valuable imggcstion~, nnd ask 
leM·e to return the petition to the Senate, and our thanks to 
Mr. Carter. 

JESSE GRIMES, 
Chairma~ 

Austin February, !st, lB18. 

llmt. John A. Greer, 
Pruidwt of flu. &no.le : 

The committee onFinanec-., to which was referred a bill to 
provide for the collection of taxes due the late Republic and 
present State of Texas, have had the subject under considera
ti~n. The committee are of opinion that this bill, (being a 
bill to provide for the raising of ro\lenue) should, in conformi
ty with the Constitution, have originated in tho House of' Rep
resentati\'cs; they have, therefore, instructed me to return 
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the same to the Senate, a'1d recommend that it be laid on the 
the table. 

JESSE GRIMES, Chairman 
Finance Committee. 

Mr. Williams made the following report. 

Honorable PrcsitJenl of th.I' &note: 

Committee Room, 
February 2d, 1818. 

The committee on affairs of State. to y.·bich was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 12th section of a.n act 
entiitled au act regulating estray$," appro\•ed December 22d, 
18i6, have considered the same, and instructed inP- to report 
the same back to the Senate and recommend its pai-sar.?""· 

WM. l\L· WI LI..IAl\I~, 
' One of the Committee. 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on PriYate Land 
Claims, made the following reports : 

Ho~. J. A. GREER, 

President of lke Senate: 

Committee Room, 
February 2d, 1S4R. 

The committee on Prh·ate Land Claims, to whom was re
ferred the petition of Nathan Thomas, have bad the same un
der consideration, and direct me to report, that they are of opin
ion, if the necessary proof is adduced before the Land Com
missioners for San Augustine connty. the requisite relief will 
be granted, without the necessity of Legisla.tive action, they 
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would. therefore, ask to be relie\·ed from the further considera
tion of the petition. 

S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 

Co!1Dt1TTEE Roo11. 
February 2d, 1848. 

Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 

The committee on Private Land Claims to whom was referred 
"a bill to be entitled an a.ct for the relit.f of JqJm Keizer," have 
had the same under consideration, and 1lirf'ct me to report, that 
tbey are satisfied the sa.idKeizt r is entitled to the relief contem
plated in the bill, and recommend the passage of the same. 

S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 

r l\lr. Perkine, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills. 
reported ns correctly engrossed "a bill to be entitled an act t<> 
prohibit the boards of Land Commissioners in each county in 
this State, from issuing certificates to t\O)' claimant wbatso
C\·er, unless the applicant or claimant shall previously thereto, 
have received a conditional certificate from some competent 
board." 

Mr. Phillips introduced a bill to be entitled an act to author
ize the assessment of damages in civil suits; read first time. 

Mr. Willitunson introduced a bill to be entitled an act au
thorizing <Jharles Covington and his associates to establish a 
Ferry across the river Yegu~ and construct a causeway across 
the bottom lands thereof; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 2nd time and referred to the committee on Internal Im
provements. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend the first. four th and fifth sections of an act regulating 
estrays, approved Dec. 22d, 1836; read first time. 



247 

Mr. Gage moved to take up the nomination of Amos Clark, 
for Judge of the 6th Judicial District; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the nomination of Mr. Clark waa 
made the special order of the day for Saturday the 12th inst. 

Mr. Gage presented sundry petitions, protests and letters, 
relative to the nomination of Mr. Clark, which 

On motion of Mr. Gage, were placed with the nomination of 
Mr. Clark, to come up at the same time. 

!\fr. Parker presented similar documents, which were dis· 
posed of in the same manner. 

Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of McKinney and 

Williams; read second time. 
Mr. \Villiamson moved to amend by striking out the word 

"amount" in 7th line, 1st section, and inserting the word "val· 
ue.'' Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the bill was referred to the com
mittee on State Affairs, by the following : 

YEAS-Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clnrk, Cuny, Dan ... 
cy, Grimes • .McRea, Parker and Wallace-IO. 

N°AYs-l\1essrs. Bourland, Gage, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips. 
Williams, Williamson and Wootten-8. 

A message was receh'ed from the House of Rrpresenta
ti ves, informing the Senate, that the House had appointed 
Messsrs. Neal, Dooley, Truit, Shannon and Miller of Colora
rado, a committee on the partof the House, on tho petition of 
Stewart Perry. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Commissioncl' 
of the General Land Office to employ competent persons to 
assist certain County or District Surveyors, in making county 
maps-read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on pub
lic Lands. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the price of Land 
patents; read second time, and 

On motion of l\lr. 'Vallace, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of those persons who 
are indebted to the State, on account of public dues, payable in 
the Promissory Notes of the late Repuhlic,toget her with the.re· 
port of a St:lect committee thereon, offering an am(}ndment; 
was read; report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit tho boa.rd~ of Land 
Commissioners in each county in this State from i~suing cer
tificates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or 
claimant shall pri1vio1~ly there~o. hav~ receive 1 'l. c ondi· 
tional certificate from some competent board-read fair<l time 
and pru;sed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Alford .lohn'>OD, 
together with the report of the committee on Prh n.t~ Land 
Claims thereon, was read. and 

On motion of l\Ir. \Villiams wa.c; laid on the table. 
l\Ir. Wallace, by kaxe, introduced a bill to be ent itled an 

acL supplemental to the act entitled ''an act to regulate pro
Ct'edings in tbe Dil~trict Courts," approved 13th l\Iuy, 1846-
rcad first time. 

On motion of l\Ir. \Vallace, the vote on yesterday p assiug 
"Joint Resolution relative to a digest of all the laws o i· i he late 
llepublic or 'r~xus, a.n<l of such laws of Co::i.huila. a n l Texas, 
as relate to the landed interest of TexllS, and of all the laW! 
of the po.st and prc~ent session of the Legislature," w as re-

t considered, ancl Resolution, 
On moLion of Mr. Wallace, placed among the orders of the 

day. 
The Joint Resolution was then read. 
Mr. \Vallace moved to amend bv inserting aftPr t lie word 

••vi!lespie" whe1·c\•er it occurs, th1~· words "and Ebenc..:er Al-
len, or eilherof them:·• ., 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend the amenJmcnt of M:. \Val· 
lace, by striking out "or either of them'' a1uLinsert iog •or any 
o; her person." 

The President decided th;it tho motion of Mr. Perkins W3.3 

out of order, he having moved the same amendme nt on a. pre
Yious day of the ses::sion, and it ba,•ing been rejected by the 
:Senate. 

Mr. Perkins then proposed t.o alter bis amendment by stri
king oat the wore\ "person'' and inserting the word "lawyer." 

Tnc President decided th~ a.menchncnt eYen in this 1orm out 
of order, as containing the same matter of substance as l\f r. 
11crkins original amPndment. 

From which decision Mr. Perkins appealed. 
The vote of the Senate having been taken on the appeal, 

the decision of the Pre>1ident was sustained. 
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The question now recurred upon Mr. Wallace's amendment, 
which amendmf'nt was adopted. 

1\Ir. Williams offered a substitute for the Joint Resolution, 
and 

On motion of Mr. Bourland. the Joint Resolution, together 
·with the sub:ititute was referred to the committee on the Jo. 
dicinrv. 

On ·motion of )Ir. Per.kins, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o:Clock to-morrow morning. 

• 

Thursday, 10 o'clock, A. M. 
February 3J, 1848 . 

• 
The Senate was called to order by the President. 
The following Sena.tors answered to their name11: 
Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Ba<: he, Burleson, Clark, 

Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, l\IcRea.. Navarro, Perkins, 
Phillips, Wallace, Williams, 'Villiamson and Wootten-quo
rum present. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adoptf'd. 
l\lr. Clark. Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 

made the following reports: 

Hon. J. A. GREER, 
Prcsidenl. of tlte Senate: 

Committee Room, 
February 3d, 1848. 

The Judiciary committee herewith report back to the Sen
ate, ••a bill to be entitled an act to permit married women to 
devise their separate property" whcb was referred to them for 
investigation, with a substitute therefor, the adoption and pas
sage of which, a majori ty of the committee recommend. 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


